
Baptisms for the 2013-2014 academic year:
        •   January 12, 2014 (prep January 4)
        •   May 18, 2014 (prep May 10)

Catholic Community at Stanford
P.O. Box 20301, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94309  

http://catholic.stanford.edu/
main office: 650-725-0080 

For emergencies, call 650-723-8222, pager #17736

Catholic Community Staff
Fr. Nathan Castle, O.P.
     Pastor/Director   
     ncastle@stanford.edu
Fr. Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.
     Parochial Vicar/Associate Director
     xavierop@stanford.edu
Nancy Greenfield 
     Chaplain/Marriage Preparation
     ngreenfield875@gmail.com
Teresa Pleins
     Chaplain/Liturgy & Music
     tpleins@stanford.edu
Deacon John Kerrigan
     Chaplain/ESTEEM
     johnk3@stanford.edu

Sr. Ramona Bascom, O.P.
     Counselor
     ramonabascom@gmail.com
Lourdes Alonso
     Campus Minister
     lalonso@stanford.edu
M’Lis Berry
     Development Director
     meberry@stanford.edu
Guillermo Colombetti
     Bulletin Editor, Property Manager
     gcolombetti@yahoo.com
Christopher Mikol
     Web Editor 

Marriage
To arrange a Catholic Wedding, call the  
wedding coordinator at Memorial Church 
at 650-723-9531.	

Infant Baptisms
Baptism is celebrated once per quarter.  For 
more information, please visit http://catholic.
stanford.edu/baptisms/eligibility.html or 
contact Teresa Pleins tpleins@stanford.edu.
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The mission of the Catholic Community at Stanford (CC@S) is to develop 
and form well educated, passionate, and faithful Catholic leaders in order to 
bring positive change to their disciplines, communities, Church, and world.

Sunday Mass: December 22, 2013   
        •   4:30 pm	 in Memorial Church	 no Masses on Campus next Sunday
Daily Liturgy:
M    W     F   12:20  in Memorial Church
     T     Th     12:20  in Old Union Sanctuary
      
Confessions 
Tuesdays, 1:30-2:30pm and 9pm-10:30pm
Old Union, 	 3rd Floor, 	 304 or 319	
by appointment:  call 725-0080

	 by appointment:  call 725-0080

	 No Daily Liturgy this week



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT      

								          Fourth Sunday of Advent Religious Ramblings
December 22, 2013  

fr. Leon Kuriakos Pereira works in the Parish of 
Our Lady of the Rosary and St Dominic, London.

House of Gold
fr Leon Pereira urges us to accept Our Lady as our Mother, in accordance with Christ’s command.

     Everyone seems to have an opinion on ‘What Would Jesus 
Do’, the catchphrase of our times. In contrast, Catholicism is 
not about what we can do for God; it is about what Jesus does 
for us. It is not about wondering ‘What Would Jesus Do’ in 
this or that situation. Catholicism is the affirmation of what 
Jesus did do: he founded the Catholic Church, he sent her the 
Holy Spirit, he established her on Peter and the apostles, he 
promised that the Gates of Hell would never prevail against her.

     The dream for (pre-)apostolic ‘purity and simplicity’ – one 
which differs radically from the nature of the Catholic Church 
– is a vain and fond illusion. Instead, the reality we inherit – 
of bishops, priests, and deacons, the seven sacraments, the 
teaching authority of the Church – are all what Jesus left us. 
If we truly want what Jesus wants of us, we become members 
of his body on his terms, not ours. It is not something we do 
for God, but something he does for us.

     It is this truth we sing from the psalms, ‘Unless the Lord 
build the house, they labour in vain that build it. Unless the Lord 
keep the city, he watcheth in vain that keepeth it’ (Psalm 126).

     Yet King David, psalmist par excellence, provoked God by 
conducting a census, the implication being that David – not 
God – was in charge, and later sought to build God a temple. 
The Lord, through the prophet Nathan, told David, ‘Would you 
build me a house to dwell in? … the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house’ (2 Samuel 7.4, 11).  

     David wanted to build God a house, and was told he should 
not. David is the one who must rely on God, not the other way 
around. In the Gospel, Mary is asked by God to become the 
Mother of Jesus. And she replies that she is God’s handmaid, 
that without him she would be nothing. Through her God 
does build himself a house. In fact, God fulfils his promise to 
David in Mary.

     Mary knows she cannot do anything without God’s grace. 
The angel greets her ‘Hail, full of grace’, but this grace is 
something she has received freely and continued freely to 
receive. Through her God builds himself a house: the Body 
of Christ. Jesus and his followers who are part of his body, a 
kingdom which will never end, the Catholic Church perfected 
in glory.

     Our Lord begins his ministry with this challenge: ‘Destroy 
this temple, and I will raise it up in three days’. But the 
temple he spoke of was his body (cf. John 2.19, 21). The 
other temple, the one David proposed to build and his son 
Solomon completed (and was rebuilt later by others) became 
theologically redundant. Only the house built by God, the Body 
of Christ, is to endure.

Download Paystik
(visit Paystik.com to start)

Scan Paystik code

Scan credit card

“Each one should give what he has decided in his own heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
CC@S is a member-supported church. The life of our ministries 
depends on all of us. We have several ways you may make a gift 
besides the collection baskets on Sunday. You may download the 
free Paystik app and give a one-time gift using your credit card. 
Or you may give through your Paypal account at https://catholic.
stanford.edu/giving/treasure. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
M’Lis Berry at:  meberry@stanford.edu.

~~~   ***   ~~~

     David sought to exalt his kingship by conducting a census, 
and failed. Our Lady, bearing the King of kings in utero, 
submits herself humbly to a census, trusting that God would 
fulfil his promises in his way, in his time. For this we call her 
the Ark of the New Covenant, and indeed, the ‘House of Gold’. 
She is God’s true Temple because she did things God’s way, 
and not her own. And she tells those who have ears to hear, 
‘Do whatever he tells you’ (John 2.5).

     When considering what Jesus actually did do, we should 
not neglect the fact that He gave Mary to us to be our mother 
(John 19.27). She, the Mother of the Messiah (cf. Rev 12.5), 
is revealed also to be the mother of those ‘who keep the 
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ’ 
(Rev 12.17). If what matters is what Jesus actually did, then 
receiving his mother as our own must rank high in our priorities, 
no matter our preferences. In her company, we watch and pray 
for the Lord to come, and that his will be done. Amen. 



Newman Nights 

Volunteer Opportunities
St. Anthony Padua’s Dining Room:
The CCAS is committed to serving the needy and homeless at St. Anthony’s 
Soup Kitchen in Menlo Park.  If you are interested in volunteering on 
Saturday, Dec. 28 (ESPECIALLY NEEDED) or Jan. 4 from 8:30 - 1pm or 
a subset thereof, please contact gary.glover@stanford.edu to discuss and/
or have a volunteer position reserved for you. The CCAS serves every first 
and fourth Saturday of the month, so plan your schedules in advance, and let 
Gary know at least by the Tuesday before. John was sent to announce Jesus’ 
coming.  Do you accept that message at St. Anthony’s?
	 December 28, 2013 - 8:30am - 1:00pm
	 January 4, 2014 - 8:30am - 1:00pm

Volunteers Needed on Christmas Day at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room:
The Catholic Community at Stanford is committed to serving the needy 
and homeless at St. Anthony’s Soup Kitchen on Christmas Day.  If you 
are interested in volunteering on Wednesday, December 25th on the 
Setup Shift (8:30am – 11:30am) and/or the Serving Line Shift (11:30am 
– 2:30pm), please contact Peter Barling (peter_barling@hotmail.com).  
There are a limited number volunteer slots available so please contact 
Peter as soon as possible.  The deadline for requesting volunteer slots is 
November 30th!!!
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GENERAL COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stanford Academic Break Mass Schedule:

* Weekdays from December16th til January 4th: 
	 no daily 12:20pm Masses

* Sunday, December 22: 4:30pm Mass 

* December 24th (Christmas Eve): 
	 Midnight Mass, Memorial Church

* December 25th (Christmas Day): 
	 Noon Mass, Memorial Church

no Masses on Campus next Sunday

Christmas Choir:
Don’t have time for regular choir rehearsals?  Christmas 
Choir might be perfect for you!  There are only 4 rehearsals, 
with singing on Christmas Eve and Day.  The Masses are 
accompanied by organ and harp and include many carols.  
Rehearsals:  Wed, Dec 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m.; Sun, Dec. 15, 
2:30-3:30 p.m.; Wed, Dec. 18, 7:30-9:30 p.m.; Sun, Dec. 
22, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Mass:  Midnight, choir arrives at 11:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Mass:  Noon, choir arrive at 11:30 a.m.
For info, contact Teresa, tpleins@stanford.edu

ESTEEM: 
(Engaging Students to Enliven the Ecclesial Mission) is 
accepting applications for the 2013-14 program. ESTEEM 
provides undergraduate and graduate student leaders 
with theological and spiritual formation and leadership-
effectiveness skills to better serve the Catholic community 
now and after graduation. We meet twice a month (Wednesday 
evenings). Contact Stephanie Phipps (sphipps@stanford.edu) 
or Matthew Colford (mcolford.edu) for further information.

Friday Prayer Group:
“One-Friday-morning-a-month” prayer group meets at Old 
Union on campus. All are welcome!   If interested call Jo 
Owen (650) 529-1105 for more details.
Attention Catholic Singles:
Interested in joining an excellent Catholic singles organization?  
The Catholic Alumni Club International currently has a group in 
the San Francisco area!  We provide a group dedicated to social, 
cultural, civic and spiritual relationships in a Catholic setting. 
For more information, please check out the following site or 
contact Elinor at tancke@sbcglobal.net; http://catholicsingles-
sfbayarea.com/
Korean Catholic Community At Stanford (KC@S):
KC@S (/ka:s/) is a Korean catholic community at Stanford 
consisting of a number of Korean under/grad students, 
post-doc and community members at Stanford. During the 
academic year, we have a Friday night prayer meeting with 
various topics and activities to deepen our faith in addition 
to a lunch gathering on Thursday. For more information, 
contact Kyoungjin at kjlee99@stanford.edu.

Advent Retreat:
Our Stay-at-Home Advent Retreat is on our website.  Just 
click on Ministries and Programs and scroll down to Advent 
Retreat which is under CTSF.  Enjoy!

High School Confirmation:
Nancy Greenfield will lead  a prep class for any high school 
students in the parish interested in being prepared for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, which will take place May 4.  
Classes will  meet on Sunday mornings beginning January 
12.  please contact her by December 15, 2013 for more 
information (ngreenfield875@gmail.com) or to sign up.

Catholic Community Podcast:
You are invited to subscribe to Catholic Cardinal Reflections, 
the podcast of the Catholic Community at Stanford.  We 
feature Sunday homilies, theological reflections, Newman 
Nights and the lectures from our class on the Second Vatican 
Council.  Subscribe on iTunes or through catholic.stanford.
edu/media/podcast

Gently used Kindles & Nooks Needed for Children’s 
Program:
The children’s religious education program is in need of 
several used e-readers to load materials on for our older 
children.  If you have recently upgraded and have an older 
version sitting around taking up space, we could certainly put 
it to good use!  Tax info available for your donation.  Please 
contact Teresa, tpleins@stanford.edu.

Each Tuesday evening, 7:30pm, the CCAS’ Center for Theological and 
Spiritual Formation (CTSF) offers presentations on the breadth and depth 
of Catholic Theology. Newman Nights are open to the entire community 
with special break-out sessions for RCIA, Confirmation, permanent 
community members, and students.
Check our website, our CC@S Newman App, our linked-in  or our 
Facebook page for video and audio recordings of recent Newman Night 
talks.
	 The Winter Quarter 2013-2014 starts with:
	 1/14/14 	 Sacraments of Initiation: Then & Now



Community Prayer Requests 

GRADS 

YOUNG ADULTS
For more info, see our website, www.YoungAdultCircle.
org, check the Facebook Fan Page “Young Adult Circle”, 
or contact us at yacircle@gmail.com.

Sunday, December 22, 2013   
       •  	 10:30am in Tresidder Oak Room
       •  	 4:30pm   in Memorial Church
       •  	 10pm      in Memorial Church

Monday, December 23 - Friday, December 27
       •  	 Offices closed this week.

Daily Liturgy:    
       M  W    F   at 12:20 in Memorial Church
           T    Th    at 12:20 in Old Union Sanctuary
Confessions
	 Tuesdays, 1:30-2:30pm and 9pm-10:30pm
	 Old Union, 	 3rd Floor, 	 304 or 319	
	 by appointment:  call 725-0080

UNDER GRADS 

Vocations 

Week at a Glance
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Monday, December 23
	 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24
	 Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10, 14
	 Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday, December 24
	 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
	 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
	 Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday, December 25
		  Christmas Day
	 Is 52:7-10
	 Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
	 Heb 1:1-6
	 Jn 1:1-18

Thursday, December 26
	 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
	 Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 
				    16bc, 17 
	 Mt 10:17-22

Friday, December 27
	 1 Jn 1:1-4
	 Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12
	 Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Saturday, December 28
	 1 Jn 1:5—2:2
	 Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8
	 Mt 2:13-18
Sunday, December 29
	 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
	 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5  
	 Col 3:12-21
	 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Weekly Readings   

Please note:
There will be no Daily Liturgies this week.
No Masses on Campus next Sunday, 12/29/13

Discernment Weekend:
Is God calling you? The Dominican Contemplative 
Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery in Menlo Park will 
host a discernment weekend for women ages 18-40 who 
are discerning their vocation in life. 
The weekend starts from Friday evening Jan. 10th to 
Sunday noon Jan. 12th, 2014. The sessions will include 
daily Mass, Adoration, chanted Divine Office, and 
conferences given by the Dominican nuns and friars. To 
register please contact the Vocation Directress at (650) 
322-1801 ext. 19 or e-mail: vocations@nunsmenlo.
org.  For more details visit us at: https://nunsmenlo.
org/discernment-weekend/

Grad Bible Study:
Sundays: Dinner at 6:30pm, Study 7-8pm, Rosary 
afterwards. All are welcome to a grad student Bible study. 
For more information contact cgiam@stanford.edu.

Undergrad Women Small Group:
“Calling all Catholic women!  If you are interested in 
growing closer to God, learning more about Catholic 
women throughout the ages, and building relationships with 
other Catholic women in your community, please consider 
joining our women’s small group.  Contact Megan O’Brien 
(meobrien@stanford.edu) for more details. “

Let us offer our prayers for all the students and community 
members who will travel during the Holidays to be with 
family. May they enjoy a good rest and a safe trip, and may 
they return safely soon.
We also pray for all the Community members who are 
involved in projects big and small. All these contributions 
are what makes this such a vibrant community. 
Liturgies, RCIA, Newman Nights, ESTEEM, service trips, 
Cath-101, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, ministries to 
UnderGrads, Grads, Young Adults. Community outreach 
projects (St Anthony, Children’s toys, Rice Bowl, etc), Choir, 
musicians, greeters, liturgical ministers, readers, collection 
counters, and of course the pastoral care we receive from 
Fr Nathan and Fr Xavier, the counseling we have available 
from Sr Ramona, Nancy, Teresa, Lourdes. The Finance 
Board and M’Lis who perform miracles to try to keep us 
within budget. And most importantly, you, the community 
member. All this would be for naught without your presence 
and support.
Thank you for your dedication and hard work throughout 
this year.

no Masses on Campus next Sunday

No Daily Liturgy this week

New Year’s Eve Retreat: 
Dec. 31, 2013 (7pm to 12) at the Dominican Sisters of MSJ 
Chapel.  An evening of Reflection, Mass, Potluck (bring a dish 
to share) and Eucharistic Adoration.  At 43326 Mission Blvd, 
Fremont, CA 94539 (Entrance on Mission Tierra Pl) Free Will 
Offering appreciated; RSVP by Thurs. Dec. 26 at blessings@
msjdominicans.org or 510-933-6335
Bless you and all you touch today,  S. Frances Mary Pierson, OP

Retreat 



Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2013             

The Catholic Community at Stanford University

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God,
   the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen.

Apostle’s Creed

     Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they wed, Mary 
became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Joseph 
decided to break the engagement, but changed his mind when 
an angel in a dream told him to receive Mary as his wife.

Gospel   		  Matthew 1:18-24

First Reading     	 Isaiah 7:10-14
     The Lord offered Ahaz a sign.  Ahaz answered, “No.”  
Nevertheless, the Lord gave a sign: “A virgin will bear a son 
who will be named Emmanuel.”

Psalm  25   		  Hold Me In Life     	    B Huijbers

Gathering    	 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      trans.J Neale Second Reading     Romans 1:1-7
     Paul told the Romans he was called to be an apostle and set 
apart to proclaim the gospel of God about Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acc.   	 Advent Alleluia 	         Stephen Pishner
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Communion 	 Come, Emmanuel                      J Wolfe

Offertory		  Song of God Among Us     M Haugen Memorial Acclamation: Veni Emmanuel 	               Proulx

Lamb of God          Veni Emmanuel 	                       Proulx

 Sanctus                 Veni Emmanuel 		         Proulx

Amen                               Veni Emmanuel	                  Proulx

Communion 	 Advent Lullaby		          J. Bell

Lullaby, lullaby, wait till tomorrow,
Lullaby, lullaby, wait till tomorrow;
Your time will come, your time will come.

Lullaby, lullaby, God comes tomorrow,
Lullaby, lullaby, God comes tomorrow;
God is here, and God is here.



Live the Stewardship Life:
Stewardship is based on our need to give back to God out of gratitude, not 
on the Church’s need to receive. It is based on the premise that all that we 
have and all that we are comes from God and, as a way of thanking Him 
for all our blessings, we return a portion of the time, talent and treasure He 
has allotted to us. Soon, we will begin a Stewardship Effort at our parish. 
Please be generous in giving of yourself; of your time, your talent and your 
treasure to your CC@S community as well as to others.

Catholic App
From the Catholic
Community at Stanford

APP NAME: CC@S

Search app store for CC@S or scan codes above 
About the App
The CC@S App from the Catholic Community at Stanford is
packed with prayer materials, media links, mass times, events,
directions, donations, and additional resources for navigating a
Catholic life on campus.

APP DEVELOPED BY

                         The   

Newman
center Service Company

www.newmanserviceco.com

If you suspect financial mismanagement or misconduct in your 
parish or in the Diocese of San José, please contact:  EthicsPoint: 
dsj.ethicspoint.com or hotline telephone number 1-888-325-7863. 
Teresa Conville, 408-983-0241 or email:tconville@dsj.org.

GC-Ed

Recessional     		 People Look East        Eleanor Farjeon


