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Sunday Mass
10:30 AM Tresidder Union
   (Fall, Winter and Spring terms)
3:00 PM Spanish Mass, MemChu
   (as noted in weekly bulletin)
4:30 PM Memorial Church
10:00 PM Memorial Church (Fall, 
   Winter and Spring terms)

Daily Eucharist (12:20 PM)
Mon, Wed & Friday in Memorial Church
Tues & Thurs - Old Union, 3rd Floor

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mondays 9:00-10:00 PM, Old Union, 
3rd Floor

Confessions (Old Union, 3rd Floor)
Mondays:  7:30 ð 8:30 PM 
Tuesdays:  1:30 ð 2:30 PM 
Or by appointment:  call 725-0080

Marriage
To arrange a Catholic Wedding, call the  
wedding coordinator at Memorial Church 
at 650.723.9531. 

Infant Baptisms
Baptism is celebrated once per quarter.  
For more information, please visit http://
catholic.stanford.edu/baptisms/eligibility.
html or contact Teresa Pleins 650.721.3158 or 
tpleins@stanford.edu.



fr. Mark Edney OP is President of the 
International Dominican Foundation and 
lives in the priory of Santa Sabina in Rome.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT      

        

Religious 
Ramblings

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING
NOVEMBER 23, 2008

THE BURDEN OF VIRTUE

taken from the preaching page, http://torch.op.org.........fr Mark Edney prays for the coming of a Kingdom no eye 
has seen, and no human heart has imagined.  

 Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King. 
We must be on guard against taking this feast the wrong 
way. This is no nostalgia trip back to an age of royal 
prerogatives, court pageantry, and kingly almsgiving. 
This feast is not looking back at all but forward to 
something we have never seen.

 If Christ is a king, his is the poorest of kingly im-
ages. No court, no palace, no riches---not as those are 
understood in this world.

 Of course for this king, as for others, there are always 
plenty who would ÿatter him with their attentions, 
seeking to curry favour and thus gain their rightful 
place in a kingdom of their own imagination. Remem-
ber James and John wanting to sit at his right and his 
left? (Mk. 10:37) Neither was to be found when their 
king was on trial for his life.

 The 18th century French writer Montesquieu tells 
a story of a people called the Troglodytes who killed 
their king of ôforeign originõ because he had been too 
severe in confronting them over their wicked ways. 
The regicide Trogs then descended further into a life of 
greed and self-interest --- every Trog for himself! --- until 
famine and disease decimated the whole population 
save two men, ôlovers of virtue,õ and their families. Only 
this remnant survived because of their upright ways. 
Weõre told that when they worshipped their gods they 
did not pray for wealth and abundance; instead they 
asked for health, unity and love.

 Itõs not all that different in the Gospel. Those who 
believed Jesus to be a king deserted him when he re-
vealed the truth about his kingdom. Those who would 
not acknowledge Jesus as a king but feared he might be 
a king like no other, dressed him up as one, and þnally 
they did what people always do with their leaders when 
they donõt hear what they want to hear from them: they 
killed him.

 There remains only the remnant here too, the lov-
ers of virtue. The strange thing is that they donõt even 
realise that they are part of this poor manõs kingdom.

 ôLord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 

When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?õ

 These lovers of virtue arenõt self-conscious of their 
virtues. Theyõre not seeking their reward in this life; 
theyõre not seeking their reward in a next life either. 
Because, as we know, virtue is its own reward.

 These are hard-times for the reward-seekers. At least 
if what you seek are mountains of things. In a time of 
scarcity and crisis, itõs easy to condemn in retrospect the 
pseudo-kings on Wall Street or in the City of London, 
or their allies in the corridors of power in one country 
and another.

 The quick-þx solution will be to exercise the right 
permitted to us all by another 18th century writer, 
Thomas Paine, to ôcashier kingsõ and to make and un-
make governments. But becoming a pseudo-regicide 
does not a virtuous man make. The Trog in each one 
of us condemns us as all the others.

 They are always hard times for the virtuous. In 
Montesquieuõs story, even the remnant grew weary of 
the hardship of virtue, of the ôburden of uprightnessõ. 
They wanted to hand this burden on to another and 
so elected yet another king. The sad old story of this 
worldõs kingdoms was only to begin all over again...

 Christ the King on trial for his life said his kingdom 
was not of this world (Jn 18:36). So much misunder-
standing of these words! It is only not ôof this worldõ 
so long as we continue to substitute a kingdom of our 
own imagination for the reign of God.

 So long as we expect others to assume for us the 
burden of the virtuous life. Now more than ever, and 
for a change, we should pray earnestly as our poor king 
taught us to pray: ôthy kingdom comeõ. What will it look 
like?

 Not like any king or kingdom this world has yet 
known. 




