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Catholic Community at Stanford
P.O. Box 20301, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94309
http://catholic.stanford.edu/
(650) 725-0080 (Main Ofpce) or (650) 857-9014 (Annex)
For emergencies, call 650-723-8222, pager #17736

Sunday Mass
10:30 AM Tresidder Union
(Fall, Winter and Spring terms)
3:00 PM Spanish Mass, MemChu
(as noted in weekly bulletin)
4:30 PM Memorial Church
10:00 PM Memorial Church (Fall,
Winter and Spring terms)

Daily Eucharist (12:20 PM)
Mon, Wed & Friday in MemChu
Tues & Thurs - Old Union, 3rd Floor

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mondays 9:00-10:00 PM, Old Union,
3rd Floor

For information about Catholic liturgies in Palo Alto, call 650-494-2496 or visit www.paloaltocatholic.org.

Fr. Nathan Castle, O.P.
Pastor/Director
(ncastle@stanford.edu)

Fr. Carl Schlichte, O.P.

Parochial Vicar/Associate Director
(frcarlop@stanford.edu)

Nancy Greenpeld
Chaplain/Marriage Preparation
(nanccas@aol.com)

Teresa Pleins

Chaplain/Liturgy & Music
(tpleins@stanford.edu)

Catholic Community Staff

Confessions (Old Union, 3rd Floor)
Mondays: 7:30 0 8:30 PM
Tuesdays: 1:30 06 2:30 PM
Or by appointment: call 725-0080

Marriage

To arrange a Catholic Wedding, call the
wedding coordinator at Memorial Church
at 650.723.9531.

Infant Baptisms

Baptism is celebrated once per quarter.
For more information, please visit http:.//
catholic.stanford.edu/baptisms/eligibility.
html or contact Teresa Pleins 650.721.3158 or
tpleins@stanford.edu.

Catherine Wolff
Chaplain/Faith Formation
(cwolff@stanford.edu)

Kathryn Gray, Business Manager
(kgray@missionsupportservices.net)

Jimmy Delgadillo, Intern
(jimmyll@stanford.edu)

Jessica Sanchez, Intern
(jelasa@stanford.edu)
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Religious

Ramblings

OCTOBER 5, 2008
ON HISTORY

Loving parents often have great dreams for their children.
I know my parents did. We would be the prst generation
in my family to go to college. | was raised to believe that |
could accomplish anything | chose to do.

Itis less common for children to have great dreams for
their parents. But the Stanfords were uncommon people. Le-
land and Jane had great dreams for their only child, Leland,
Jr. Young Leland traveled widely and studied hard. By the
age of pfteen he spoke three languages and had developed
a love for mathematics, machines, history and especially
archeology. Then, suddenly, he died.

Stanford lore records that on the night of his passing,
young Leland appeared in a dream to his father and ex-
pressed his dream for his heartbroken parents: oLive for
humanity.6 Leland and Jane, now childless, decided to adopt
the children of California and send them to college, free.
OEnter to learn, leave to served became a motto of the new
Leland Stanford Junior University.

As | begin to serve as the Director of the Catholic Com-
munity at Stanford | believe | step into a dream-in-progress.
Our universe, Godis grand dream, continues to expand to
include the dreams of each one of us. What can the large,
dynamic Catholic Community at Stanford do to advance the
dreams of the next generation to move through this special
place? God only knows. But Godis powerful imagination
knows no limits. When Godis Spirit moves through us we
can accomplish anything we choose to do.

Weire beginning this newsletter in order to tell the good
news of what God is doing now on 0The Farm.6 God prom-
ised through the prophet Joel: ol will give my Spirit to ev-
eryone. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young
men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams.0
Please keep our dreams in your prayers.

In Matthewis Gospel, Jesus says, 0Every scribe who
becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a house-
holder who brings out from his storeroom things both old
and new.d

A householder, or steward, does not own the house, but
is entrusted by the owner with its care. Today | am installed
as the pastor of the Catholic Community at Stanford and
become its most visible, but by no means only, leader. In our
Dominican brotherhood we serve terms of ofpce as pastor. A
term is three years, renewable twice, for a total of nine years.
As | begin serving as pastor here, Iim taking the long term
view. None of us know what our future holds, but I hope
mine includes a long stay with you.

Pastoring, | think, is like being in the middle of a relay
race. Others have advanced the mission, then they pass the
baton. | got to work alongside Father Patrick last year and
live learned some of our history. Last April, Mary Jane Perrine

and Rosemary Enthoven agreed to do some research on the
history of Catholics at Stanford. Mary Jane got me a copy of
a doctoral dissertation written by Father Armando Dominic
Trindade. He earned his PhD in Education at Stanford in
1971. 1im enjoying learning about those who created a place
for Catholics at Stanford.

Did you know that there was no Catholic church in Palo
Alto when the university was founded? Leland Stanford
spoke of helping to build one but died before that came to
pass. Catholic students at Stanford helped collect money to
help build St. Thomas Aquinas Church in 1902, before there
was a Memorial Church on campus.

The Stanfords worshipped at Menlo Park Presbyterian
Church when they were at the farm. When at their home
in San Francisco they attended the Episcopal Church. Jane
Stanford was rumored to have become a Catholic late in life.
She had a warm friendship with Archbishop Patrick Riordan;
he led her in a study of Catholic doctrine. In one of her letters
she writes,

ol have great respect for the Catholic creed or, in fact, for any
Christian creed. 1 admire particularly the hold the Catholic Church
has upon its devotees, the manner in which it holds them together
and the perfect freedom to all of its open doors... | wish there were
more people who kept up church relations in California. There isnit
nearly as much of that life as I would like to see. | donit blame the
people, though, but the preachers...of...the forbidding doctrine of
an awful and unrelenting God, instead of preaching Christés love
and gentleness to them. | think if that alone were preached the
churches would always be full to overyowing...

No, I am not a Catholic; | never have been one. | donit know what
I may do before I die. No one knows that. One thing that is very
comforting in the Catholic belief is the chance they give you after
death, donit you think s0?6

| believe that every generation of Catholics both receives
the faith othat has come to us from the apostlesé and adds to
its richness by living it out in our own time and place. We are
those stewards who prepare a table with elements old and
new. Next week our Pastoral Council will be meeting. Weill
be discussing plans to follow up on the visioning process
begun last April. Weill be looking for your help in creating
the next chapter of the unfolding story of the Catholic Com-
munity at Stanford.

Fr. Nathan Castle, O.P.
Pastor/Director






