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Sunday Mass
8:00 AM Memorial Church
4:30 PM Memorial Church

Daily Eucharist (12:20 PM)
Monday thru Friday  -  Old Union,
Sanctuary

Confessions 
Tuesday thru Friday 10am - 3pm
Or by appointment:  call 725-4681

Marriage
To arrange a Catholic Wedding, 
call the  wedding coordinator at 
Memorial Church at 650.723.9531. 

Infant Baptisms
Baptism is celebrated once per 
quarter.  For more information, please 
visit http://catholic.stanford.edu/
baptisms/eligibility.html or contact 
Teresa Pleins tpleins@stanford.edu.



fr. John OõConnor is Parish Priest of the parish of 
St. Columba in Glasgow.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT      

        
Religious 
Ramblings

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JULY 5, 2009

WISE CREATURES
        taken from the preaching page, http://torch.op.org........fr John OõConnor þnds solace in being a creature.sacraments.

 In recent years there has been a resurgence of interest 
in the subject of God and creation. More and more the 
beauty of the world is celebrated in prayer and wor-
ship. More and more books appear telling us how the 
beauty of God is reÿected in the beauty of what he has 
created.

 Yet what can sometimes be overlooked is reÿection 
on what it is for us human beings to be created. At 
times an impression is given that when we speak about 
creation we are to think chieÿy about such wonderful 
things as trees, mountains, exotic animals and sunsets, 
almost to the point of forgetting that we too are part of 
creation.

 Perhaps some of this stems from the remarkable 
advances in science and technology we have achieved, 
giving us the impression that we are masters of creation, 
that we are above and beyond it. This is, however, to 
lose sight of the fact that as creatures, created by God, 
each one of us owes his or her very existence to God. 
It is also to forget that each one of us has by nature 
limitations.

 Throughout the Old Testament we hear again and 
again the command not to give in to idolatry. When we 
worship false gods we worship gods we have created, 
gods on our own level that we can manipulate. We can 
then mislead ourselves into thinking that we are on the 
same level as God. So to be aware that we are created, 
that we are limited and that we depend on God for 
our existence, is to refuse to give in to the temptation 
of idolatry. It is to acknowledge God as God.

 This question of being limited creatures dependent 
on God features prominently in all of todayõs readings. 
Ezekiel is told by God to go to the Israelites, but he is 
also warned that he may well fail in his task of convert-
ing them. After all, Ezekiel is a man, not God.

 St Paul, someone who shows such conþdence on 
other occasions, in todayõs second reading focuses on 
his weakness. Here is a man who is struggling, who is 
aware of his limitations and ÿaws, and the insight he 
draws from this is extraordinary. Instead of lamenting 
what he is, he boasts in his weakness, that the power 
of Christ may dwell in him. He rejoices in being a crea-
ture, in his dependence on God, that his achievements  

may be seen as coming ultimately from God. He boasts 
in not being God, that the power of God may shine 
forth more clearly.

More astonishing still, we see Jesus Christ, true God 
and true man, grappling with the limitations of his own 
humanity and that of others. He preaches in his home 
town, but does not succeed in convincing those whom 
he probably knew from when he was a boy. We are told: 
ôAnd he could do no mighty work there, except that he 
laid his hands upon a few sick people and healed them.õ 
This may mean that Jesus, shocked and disappointed, 
felt that a miracle would not be worthwhile because 
of their degree of unbelief, but did not wish the sick to 
suffer because of what was lacking in others.

For Christians, to be mindful that we are limited crea-
tures is not to put ourselves down, but is meant to be a 
source of comfort. In a world where proþt and loss, ef-
þciency and productivity, dominate, there is something 
truly wonderful in knowing that our relationship with 
God does not work like this.

God has made us as we are. He did not make us su-
per-efþcient religious beings that can work wonders at 
every turn, who always succeed; or beings whose hearts 
are always turned towards him. Why God created us 
as we are is a profound mystery, but a mystery that 
involves sin and our redemption and transformation 
in Christ.

All this is therefore not meant to be understood as an 
excuse for resting in mediocrity or worse. It is an in-
vitation to be realistic about what we can achieve and 
what we canõt, without losing heart. It is an invitation 
to reÿect on our need for God, and what we are called 
to be in Christ. It is also an invitation to be creative and 
imaginative in working within the limits of what it is to 
be a human being. After all, God created us as human 
beings. He loves us as human beings, even to the point 
of becoming one.
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BACK-T0-SCHOOL 
BACKPACKS FOR 

NEEDY CHILDREN

SUMMER 
MINISTRY

Over the summer, we continue to celebrate an 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Mass each Sun-
day.  If you are interested in serving in any liturgical ministries, summer is a great time 
to get training and become involved.  We will need lectors, eucharistic ministers, altar 
servers, greeters, singers, and instrumentalists.  Some of our key student ministers will 
be away, so think about stepping into your own gospel call to òserve one anotheró.  
For information, contact Teresa, tpleins@stanford.edu.

CCAS 
IS LOOKING 

FOR FINANCE 
AND PASTORAL 

COUNCIL 
MEMBERS

The Catholic Community at Stanford Finance Council and Parish Council are currently 
seeking nominations for new members. 
Finance Council
The Finance Councilõs principal responsibilities are to: advise pastor on the parish 
þnancial operations; Assist in the development of the parish budget; Regularly review 
the internal and þnancial control procedures of the parish; Review and approve the 
annual budget for parish operating and capital expenditures, and monitor ongoing 
adherence to budget. 
The þnance council is seeking nominations of members with some business, accounting 
or other relevant experience, and requires active participation in monthly meetings on 
Saturday mornings, as well as 2-5 hours of monthly work between meetings. 
To submit a nomination, please email David Mount at: mount_david@gsb.stanford.
edu.
Pastoral Council
The Pastoral Councilõs principal responsibilities are to: advise the pastor on practical 
matters of parish life; develop and communicate the parish mission; develop goals 
and prioritize them based on the needs of the parish, the Gospel and the teachings of 
the Church; and work collaboratively with parish groups to develop speciþc plans to 
achieve the goals.
The pastoral council is seeking nominations of members who are committed to the 
Eucharist and the Word of God, are good listeners, and are able to envision the future.  
It requires active participation in monthly meetings on Saturday mornings, as well as 
2-5 hours of work between meetings.
To submit a nomination, please email Valerie McGuire at vmcguire@stanford.edu.

The Infant baptisms for the Catholic Community at Stanford for the Summer quarter will 
be on Sunday, July 26, during the 4:30 p.m. Mass. There will be a preparation session for 
the baptisms on Saturday, July 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. location TBA. Those who 
are þrst time parents or who have never been through a Catholic baptismal preparation 
need to attend the session. Godparents are also asked to attend either here or at their 
own parishesõ baptism preparation programs.  Contact Teresa Pleins, tpleins@stanford.
edu, between now and July 17. Those parents who have already gone through baptism 
preparation just need to let her know about their child, and give her the information 
necessary for the baptismal register. 

INFANT 
BAPTISMS

The Catholic Community @ Stanford (CC@S) needs 13 volunteers to work at the Family 
Giving Tree - Back-to-School Backpack Project for Needy Children on Saturday, August 
15th from 12:00noon to 2:00pm. This project will take place in a warehouse located at 
2400 Condensa St., Santa Clara CA 95051. Our task will be to perform quality assur-
ance which involves emptying pre-þlled backpacks, sorting items on sorting tables to 
insure that everything needed is there, shopping in the warehouse for missing items 
and placing completed backpacks in rows according to age groups. Families with young 
children who are able to sort with the assistance of a parent(s) are welcome. Last year the 
CC@S team did the preliminary þlling of backpacks which is done prior to the quality 
assurance process. The CC@S team broke a record by stufþng nearly 800 backpacks in 
the two hour period! If you are interested in participating in this quality-time family 
activity, please contact Peter Barling at peter_barling@hotmail.com to have a volunteer 
position(s) reserved for you. 




