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Sunday Mass
10:30 AM Tresidder Union
   (Fall, Winter and Spring terms)
3:00 PM Spanish Mass, MemChu
   (as noted in weekly bulletin)
4:30 PM Memorial Church
10:00 PM Memorial Church (Fall, 
   Winter and Spring terms)

Daily Eucharist (12:20 PM)
Mon, Wed & Friday in Memorial Church
Tues & Thurs - Old Union, 3rd Floor

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mondays 9:00-10:00 PM, Old Union, 
3rd Floor

Confessions (Old Union, 3rd Floor)
Mondays:  7:30 ð 8:30 PM 
Tuesdays:  1:30 ð 2:30 PM 
Or by appointment:  call 725-0080

Marriage
To arrange a Catholic Wedding, call the  
wedding coordinator at Memorial Church 
at 650.723.9531. 

Infant Baptisms
Baptism is celebrated once per quarter.  
For more information, please visit http://
catholic.stanford.edu/baptisms/eligibility.
html or contact Teresa Pleins 650.721.3158 or 
tpleins@stanford.edu.



whose Spirit remained with Him throughout His years of 
ministry, suffering and death.
 If baptism for Jesus meant an adult commissioning, a 
clear charge from God, bold action sustained by the Spirit, 
willingness even to death, should it not also mean the 
same for us? Over time, we tend to think of baptism as a 
starter sacrament, the joyful opening ceremony of our life 
of faith. What would baptism mean if we chose it today 
and tomorrow and next year? If we chose to engage in the 
life of the church as full adults, generous with our gifts 
but also vigilant and vigorous in our efforts to make the 
church a holy sign to the world?
 This can seem an impossibly tall order. The Church, 
we are repeatedly told, is not a democracy, and we can-
not expect to have the same kind of participation in its 
governance that we enjoy in our civil society. Apostolic 
succession requires a strict hierarchy. Doctrine is immu-
table, and the magisterium alone safeguards and interprets 
truth. The role of the laity is to pay, pray, and obey. 
 These ways of thinking form a straitjacket that pre-
vents the exercise of our baptismal responsibilities. We are 
tempted to relinquish our obligation to engage: who am I 
to assert my own views, even if my conscience is urging 
me to do so? Will anyone hear my small voice, and what 
difference will it make anyway? Why not live and let live, 
drawing from the church some spiritual nourishment 
while avoiding active involvement or troubling teach-
ings?
 Even so, there are times when we feel honor-bound 
to speak out about something in our church that we be-
lieve diminishes our life together. Some years ago we as 
a community published a statement calling on the church 
to address honestly and openly the clergy abuse crisis, 
while giving thanks for all the priests whose innocence 
and reputations were under suspicion. There are certainly 
situations in the church today that might prompt us to 
express our concern ð the vigils in the churches in Boston 
that have gone on for four years as people struggle to keep 
their parishes open. The silencing of theologian Fr. Roger 
Haight. The impending excommunication of activist Fr. 
Roy Bourgeois. 
 I do not know what might concern you in the life of the 
church, or what form your engagement with the church 
takes. I do believe that our baptism as adults requires us 
to be attentive, to be responsive and constructive. We are 
baptized into a new life in the Spirit, one that we lead to-
gether. We owe it to ourselves and to each other to bring 
that new life to fruition, in whatever way God may ask 
of us.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT      

        

Religious 
Ramblings

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
JANUARY 11, 2009

THE CALL OF BAPTISM

              Catherine Wolff
                       Chaplain

  This Feast of the Baptism of the Lord has called 
to mind the homily my Jesuit brother Bill gave at my 
daughterõs baptism. I phoned him the day after she was 
born and invited him to visit us in upstate New York to 
celebrate her birth and to welcome her into the faith. Bill 
had a gracious, warm way of preaching, and I knew he 
would be at his most expansive for this happy occasion. 
Heõd note the old christening gown that had been worn by 
many babies in our family over many years, and compli-
ment us on producing the þrst girl in her generation, and 
charge our community to support us in raising the newest 
member of the parish. Heõd call on the Spirit with joy and 
hope to guide us all in lives transformed by baptism.
 That was a homily never to be preached. A few weeks 
before the baptism, my brother called in shock, grief-
stricken, bewildered. Six of his fellow Jesuits had just 
been murdered along with their housekeeper and her 
young daughter at the University of Central America in 
San Salvador. One of the priests was an old friend he had 
roomed with in graduate school. We now know much 
more about how those terrible events played out, but on 
that day we were simply stunned. My brother couldnõt 
fathom what had happened, couldnõt make any sense of 
it, but he knew that this atrocity was already changing 
his understanding of his faith and the way he would be 
called to live it.
  The homily he preached at the baptism was thus al-
together different from what I had expected, somewhat 
stern, even startling. The sweet, familial celebration of an 
infantõs christening day is not just a welcome party into 
the Church. Baptism is the gift of new life, and brings with 
it a mission to witness to Godõs truth and to serve others. 
Baptism is a charge to follow the Spirit into adversity and 
suffering. Baptism means taking up the cross and carrying 
it throughout our lives.
 I realized as I listened to my brother that he had been 
baptized anew by the martyrdom of his friends. His com-
mitment to his faith and vocation had been transformed 
through a harsh realization of the sacriþces that those liv-
ing out their baptismal mission might be required to make, 
because these priests and their helpers had paid for their 
faith with their lives. There was a sense of energy, even 
urgency, in his teaching, that was in truth unsettling.
 So this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord has  taken on 
new signiþcance for me. Jesus, as He is being baptized 
by John, is not a baby but a man with work, friends, and 
responsibilities. He is chosen, and celebrated, by the Father 
not in His infant potential but in the adult fullness of His 
capabilities. His baptism marks the beginning of a vigor-
ous, impassioned mission that required complete faith in 
the Father who not only called Him at His baptism but 




